
Stewardship Update 11-6-2022

Dear Parishioners,

Back in September, you may recall that I spoke to you about our parish finances, and asked you
to prayerfully consider becoming a regular offertory donor and/or making an increase to your
regular offertory gift. In that appeal, I shared with you that our parish has been impacted
financially by the pandemic, Hurricane Ida, and recent cost increases due to inflation. Last year,
we ended the year with a negative balance, and our goal this year is to end the year on the plus
side. Your ongoing support of Holy Name of Jesus Parish means so much to us as we work
through these financially challenging times.

I also shared with you that our parish is in a wonderful time of growth in the areas of
membership, weddings, baptisms, youth programs, and outreach ministries. We hosted a
successful Vacation Bible School program this past summer; teams of volunteers have prepared
and served meals for Hotel Hope; we have collected much-needed items for the Harry Tompson
Center; we have active adult formation ministries, including the new Women of Wisdom group;
and we have instituted the First Friday Breakfast, which has been a wonderful way to build
community.

I am delighted to report to you that many of our parishioners responded positively to our
stewardship appeal, and we are so grateful! Because of your generosity, we are well on our way
to meeting our goal this year. Here are a few facts I would like to share with you since we made
our stewardship appeal:

● Over 30 families so far have increased their weekly online giving, including several who
switched from envelopes to online giving

● Since our appeal, we have nearly 30 new regular online donors,
● Looking at the six weeks before the 2022 stewardship appeal, and comparing that with

the six weeks following the appeal, we saw an increase of $976 (avg. $163 per week) for
that period of time.

Your support means so much to us! If you are still considering becoming a regular offertory
donor or making an increase to your weekly or monthly gift, it’s never too late. If you have any
questions or need assistance with signing up for our switching to online giving, please feel free
to call the parish office and we will be happy to assist you.

We are blessed to count each of you as a member of our parish community. May God continue
to bless you and your family.

Rev. Mark E. Thibodeaux, SJ


